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the fides of the containing Jar : others (landing up, or growing an end 
out of the bottom, ofwhich I have taken notice ofa very great variety 5 
But above all the reft, it is a very pretty kind of Germination which is af- 
forded us in the Silver Tree, the manner of making which with Mercury 
and Silver, is well known to the Chymifts, in which there is an Ebullition 
or Germination, very much like this of Muihroms, if I have been rightly 
inform’d of it. 

Fourthly, I have very often taken notice of, and alfoobferv’d with a 
Microfcope , certain excrefcencies or Ebullitions in the (huff of a Candle 
which, partly from the flicking of the fmoaky particles as they are car- 
ryed upwards by the current of the rarify’d Air and flame, and partly 
al(b from a kind of Germination or Ebullition of fome a&uated unftuous 
parts which creep along and Alter through fome fmall ftring of the Week, 
are formed into pretty round and uniform heads, very much refembling 
the form of hooded Muihroms, which, being by any means expos’d to the 
frelh Air, or that air which encompafles the flame, they are prefently 
lick’d up and devour’d by it, and vanifh. 

The reafon of which Phenomenon (eems to me,to be no other then this : 

That when a convenient thread of the Week is (o bent out by the fides 
of the (huff that are about half an Inch or more, remov’d above the 
bottom,or loweft part of the flame, and that this part be wholly included 
in the flame } theOyl (for the reafon of filtration, which I have clfe- 
where rendred) being continualy driven up the fnuff, is driven like- 
wife into this ragged bended-end , and this being remov’d a good 
diftance, as half an Inch or more, above the bottom of the flame, the 
parts of the air that paffes by it, are already, almoft fatiated with the dif- 
folution of the boiling unftuous fleams that ifliied out below, and there- 
fore are not onely glutted, that is, can diflolve no more then what they 
are already afring upon, but they carry up with them abundance of 
unftuous and footy particles, which meeting with that rag of the Week, 
that is plentifully fill’d with Oyl, and onely fpends it as f aft as it evapo- 
rates and not at all by diffolution or burning, by means of theie fleamy 
parts of thefilterated Oyl iduing out at the fides of this ragg, and being 
inclos’d with an air that is already fatiated and cantiot prey upon them 
nor burn them, the afcending footy particles are flay d about it and fix d, 
foas that about the end of that ragg or filament of the fnuff, whence the 
greateft part of the fleams ifl'ue, there is conglobated or fix d around 
and pretty uniform cap, much refembling the head of a Muflirom, which, 
if it be of any great bigneft, you may obferve that its underfide will be 
bigger then that which is above theraggor ftemof, 3 for Ae CM Aat W 

brought into it by filtration,being by the bulk of the cap a little jheltei d 
from the heat of the flame, does by that means lflue as much out fiorn be 
neath from the ftalk or downwards, as it does upwards, and by reafon o 
the Treat accefs of the adventitious fmoak from beneath, it mcreafes moft 
thatPwav That this may be the true reafon of this Phenomenon I coul 
produc/ many Arguments and Ertperiments to ■uake ,t F^aMc: As, ft 
1 Firft, that the Filtration carries the Oyl to the top of the We , ^ 
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... . ■ f t ie r e ragss is vifible to one that will obferve the fnuffof .1 
bhrnfng Candle wfth a Microfiope, where he may fee an Ebullition or 
i iii* Ovl as high as the fnufflooks black. 

^ U M ? that it does fteam away more then burn * I could tell you of the 
dim burning of a Candle, the longer the fnuff be which arifes from t ie 

too of the fnuff, the fire or diflblving principle is nothing neer fo Along, 

asneer the bottom and out edges ot the flame, which may be obferv dby 

the burning afunder of a thread, that will firft break in thofe paits that 
the edges of the flame touch, and not in the middle. . ... , 

And I could add feveral Obfervables that I have taken notice of in the 
flame ofa Lamp aduated with Bellows, and very many others that con- 
firm me in my opinion, but that it is not fo much to my prefent purpofe* 
which is onely to confider this concreet in the fnuft ofa Candle, lo tarr 
as it has any refemblance of a Muflirom, to the confideration ot which, 
that I may return, I fay, we may alfo obferve : 

In the firft place, that the droppings or trillings of Lapidefcent waters 
in Vaults under ground, (eem to conftitute a kind of petrify' d body, form’d 
almoft like fome kind of Muihroms inverted, in fo much that I have feen 
fomeknobb’d a little at the lower end, though for the moft part, indeed 
they are otherwife (hap’d,and taper’d towards the end} the generation of 
which (eems to be from no other reafon but this, that the water by (bak- 
ing through the earth and Lime (for I ghefs thatfubftance to add much 
to it petrifying quality) does fo impregnate it felf with (tony particles, 
that hanging in drops in the roof ot the Vault, by reafon that the 
foaking of the water is but flow, it becomes expos’d to the Air, and there- 
by the outward part of the drop by degrees grows hard, by reafon that 
the water gradually evaporating the ftony particles neer the outfides of 
the drop begin to touch, and by degrees, to dry and grow clofer toge- 
ther, and at length conftitute a cruft or (hell about the drop, and this 
(baking by degrees, being more and more fupply’d, the drop grows 
longer and longer, and the fides harden thicker and thicker into a 
Quill or Cane, and at length, that hollow or pith becomes almoft ftop’d 
up, and folid : afterwards the foaking of the petrifying water, finding no 
longer a paflage through the middle, burfts out, and trickles down the 
outfide, and as the water evaporates, leaves hew (uperinduc’d (hells, 
which more and more fwell the bulk of thofe Iceicles } and becaufe of 
the great fupply from the Vault, of petrifying water, thofo bodies grow 
bigger and bigger next to the Vault, and taper or (harpen towards the 
point} for the acceft from the arch of the Vault being but very flow, and 
confequently the water being fpread very thinly over the furface of the 
Iceicle,the water begins to fettle before it can reach to the bottom, or 
corner end of it } whence, if you break one of thefc, you would almoft 
imagine it a flick of Wood petrify d } it having fo pretty a refemblance of 
pith and grain, and if you look on the outfide of a piece, or of one 
whole, you would think no left, both from its vegetable roundnefsand 
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